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army was  annihilated,  and his  head  carried  as a
trophy to the Turkish Vizier.     George Balsha II.,
who succeeded him, endeavoured to strengthen his
position by a great alliance.   He accordingly married
the daughter of King Lazar of Servia, who was the
widow of Sisman, King of Bulgaria.    But his close
relationship with the Servian sovereign availed him
little.   His subjects were ready to hand over the Zeta
to Tvartko of Bosnia; the Turks were daily approach-
ing, and had seized Durazzo, Antivari, and Budua in
rapid succession.   They even traversed the valley of
the Zeta, and threatened the heights of Ostrog and
the plain of Niksic, the scenes of many a Turkish
defeat in the later annals of Montenegro.    George
Balsha signed a disastrous peace, by which he sur-
rendered part of Albania to the invaders.    But at the
time of the battle of Kossovo in 1389 he still ruled
over a large tract of territory, stretching from Ragusa
to the mouth of the Drin, south of Dulcigno, the
south of the Herzegovina and the whole of Western
Montenegro, with Skodra as a capital.    In that great
battle he and his people took no part, for he was on
his way to join his father-in-law with all his forces
when the fatal news arrived.    He returned at once to
his own land, determined to defend his mountains
to the last gasp against the Turk.    Many a noble
Serb   family   sought   safety under   his  protection;
Montenegro became the asylum of the Serb race,
the house of free men struggling for their liberty.
Every Montenegrin looks back to the great disaster
of Kossovo with the same keen regret as if it had
happened but last year.    Every rising of the Serb